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alvin purple

The Adventures of Priscilla, Queen
of the Desert

In his provocative reading of Stephan
Elliott’s cult 1994 film, Philip Brophy
invites all those who care for our national
film culture to think more deeply about
what this film is saying about Australia, its
history, its culture and its cinema.

...awickedly engaging non-linearanalysis of
the film that pulses with odd juxtapositions
and unexpected associations...’

Keith Gallasch, Real Time
978-0-86819-821-7 $16.95

Alvin Purple

Australia’s first R-rated feature film created
a furore when it was released in 1973. In
her perceptive critique of this iconic film,
journalist and academic Catharine Lumby
revisits claims that the movie is little more
than an exercise in sexploitation and argues
that the film is far more complex than its
detractors have allowed.

‘A wonderful read: | feel like I've been
excavated and carbon dated.’

Graeme Blundell

978-0-86819-844-6  $16.95

Our national cinema plays a vital role in our cultural
heritage and in showing us what it is to be Australian.
But the picture can get blurred by unruly forces such
as competing artistic aims, inconstant personal tastes,
political vagaries, constantly changing priorities in screen
education and training, and technological innovations and
market forces.

Screen culture, of which this series is a part, is the glue
needed to stick these forces together. It’s the plankton in
the moving image food chain that feeds the imagination of
our filmmakers and their audiences. It's what makes sense
of the opinions, memories, responses, knowledge and
exchange of ideas about film.

Above all, screen culture is informed by a love of cinema.

Australian Screen Classics match some of our best-
loved films with some of our most distinguished writers
and thinkers, drawn from the worlds of culture, criticism
and politics. All we ask of our writers is that they feel
passionate about the films they choose. Through these
thoughtful, elegantly-written books, we hope that screen
culture will work its sticky magic and introduce more
audiences to Australian cinema.

Now available from all good bookshops or buy online at
Wwww.currency.com.au

The Australian Screen Classics series is co-published with
the National Film and Sound Archive.

The performing arts publisher
Tel: (02) 9319 5877 Fax: (02) 9319 3649
PO Box 2287, Strawberry Hills NSW 2012
www.currency.com.au

NEWSOUTH BOOKS
Tel: (02) 8778 9999 Fax: (02) 8778 9944
www.newsouthbooks.com.au

See Currency’s website for details
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AUSTRALIAN SCREEN CLASSICS

Matching some of our best-loved films with some
of our most distinguished writers.
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the mad max movies

The Boys

Andrew Frost’s monograph explores the
major achievements of this award-winning
film, placing its major thematic concerns
into a broader context of social anxieties
about violence, crime and morality.
978-0-86819-862-0  $16.95

Wake in Fright

Tina Kaufman's timely essay, explores how
Wake in Fright was made and received on its
first release in 1971 when it was lauded by
critics but shunned by audiences. She then
goes on to discuss the film's remarkable
discovery after being lost for over a decade
and it’s second, triumphant release in 2009.
978-0-86819-864-4  $16.95

The Mad Max Movies

Adrian Martin offers a sparkling, new
appreciation of these cult classics: ‘No
other Australian films have influenced
world cinema and popular culture as widely
and lastingly as George Miller's Mad Max
movies’, writes Adrian.

‘Max lovers, your definitive fix has arrived.’
Empire (Australia)

978-0-86819-670-1 $16.95

the piano

wallkabout

The Piano

Writer Gail Jones’ thoughtful and perceptive
critique of Jane Campion’s award-winning
film, The Piano—assesses the film's
unearthly and controversial visions, its
poetic power and its capacity to entrance
and alienate.

978-0-86819-799-9  $16.95

Puberty Blues

‘Fish-faced moll’, ‘rooting machine’, ‘melting
ourtitsoff: withitsraw, in-your-facedialogue,
Bruce Beresford’s Puberty Blues has become
a cult classic. Here writer/broadcaster and
star of the film, Nell Schofield, takes a lively
look at this much-loved film of surfie chicks’
survival in the 1970s.

978-0-86819-749-4  $16.95

Walkabout

Louis Nowra says Walkabout ‘destroyed
the cliché of the Dead Heart and made us
Australians see it from a unique perspective’.

‘Louis Nowra’s Walkabout is a succinct, very
good, useful close reading... | was eager to
see the film again... and my experience of
it this second time around was significantly
enriched by having read Nowra’s book.’
Screening the Past

978-0-86819-700-5 $16.95

The Barry McKenzie Movies

An illuminating tribute to Bruce Beresford'’s
subversive and hilarious The Adventures
of Barry McKenzie, and its equally riotous
sequel, Barry McKenzie Holds His Own,
by cultural historian and documentary-
filmmaker, Tony Moore.

978-0-86819-748-7 $16.95

The Chant of Jimmie Blacksmith
Based on Thomas Keneally’s award-winning
novel, Fred Schepisi’s 1978 film is a powerful
and confronting story of a black man’s revenge
against an injust and intolerant society. In
his compelling critique of the film, historian
Henry Reynolds explores the difficult
relationship between fiction and history.
978-0-86819-824-8  $16.95

The Devil’s Playground

Christos Tsiolkas invites you into his
twenty-five year journey of viewing, re-
viewing and re-imagining Fred Schepisi's
haunting film about a thirteen-year-old boy
struggling with life in a Catholic seminary.
The result is a passionate tribute to the
power and the possibilities of cinema.

‘What makes his [Tsiolkas’] book so
remarkable istheway heissoinsistently there
inside the film...’ Australian Book Review

978-0-86819-671-8  $16.95



